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Content

The Summer School will provide an overview of basic and innovative methods,
tools and approaches for the analysis of plant samples to reconstruct past
vegetation and to evaluate the species plasticity to environmental changes, in
order to make projections for the future of Mediterranean forests and
shrublands

The course will include field-work training and hands-on laboratory sessions.
Students will be involved in all aspects of wood and charcoal research: from
sample preparation to data analysis and interpretation.

Main Topics
- History and biogeography of Mediterranean woody species

- Wood/charcoal identification (sample preparation, microscopy, identification
LU and use as proxies)
Union - Quantification of wood anatomical functional traits (sample preparation,
microscopy, digital image analysis and functional interpretations)
- Radiocarbon dating of samples (accelerator mass spectrometry - AMS)
paleopedology and geoarchaeology
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